APPENDIX XXI
LETTER FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR
pretoria,
January 21, 1914
SIR,
With reference to your letter of even date I am instructed by the
Minister of the Interior to reply that you are correct in your statement that it
is not proposed to make any alteration either in the personnel of, or the refe-
rence to, the Commission appointed to enquire into the recent Indian Strike
in Natal. The Minister regrets but of course understands that you are so fai
committed by your previous public declarations in regard to the Commission
that you are precluded from appearing before it. He also recognizes the motive
which makes you unwilling to revive old sores by courting libel proceedings
before another tribunal.
The Government repudiates as strongly and emphatically as heretofore
the charges of harsh or improper action against the Indian passive resisters
and strikers.  But as you and your friends have decided not to appear before
the Commission and lead evidence in support of those allegations, it seems
likely that there will be no charges for the Commission to investigate. The
Government would regret the consequent absence of an opportunity to lead
rebutting evidence in vindication of the conduct of its officers, but it feels that3
unless it has a definite case to answer, any attempt to deal with the allegations
before the Commission could only result in an unprofitable waste of time. The
Government is anxious that any recommendations which the Commissior
may make on the larger issue of Indian grievances should be received at 2
sufficiently early date to enable proposals to be submitted to Parliament during
the  forthcoming   Session.   It   is   hoped that those proposals, if accepted ty
Parliament, would ensure a satisfactory and permanent settlement. The Gov
eminent considers that such a settlement of longstanding disputes is too im
portant to justify any risk of endangering its achievement by delaying th<
proceedings of the Commission—already delayed through unforeseen circum
stances—by an enquiry, which would now be necessarily one-sided, infc
points of minor and secondary moment relatively to the wider issues at stake
If, therefore, the Indians decline to submit to the Commission any specifi
charges in connection with the treatment of passive resisters and strikers durin,
the recent troubles, the Government will not think it necessary to take ah
further action in refutation of the allegations against it and its officers, bv
it reserves its right to ask the Commission to investigate the occurrences whic
resulted in loss of life at Esperanza and Mount Edgecombe.

